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Le Fifteen Russian drifters accompanied by the 947 ton escort vessel VITIU, 
passed through the Kiel Canal on 29 June 1951 coming from Kaliningrad 
enroute to Novorossiisk on the Riack Sea, 25X1C 


fo The crifters were named or numbered as follows: ~ 
25X1C (three of these 
2 


5X1C 


a 


RS _trawlerd were named amt SEZAVSHAN and REA) 3 


36 The VITIM is a converted motor schoon-r with three masts and tro holds 
The ship has a high forecastble and stern and a fairly high 
superstructure in the centcr. The ship's captain spoke cood 
Englishe The ship is not over eicht years old and was built in Sweder. 
It has a draught of five meters and can attain a speed of 12 «nots. 


29X1C 


le The drifters appeared to be seaworthy craft and were each manned by a 


~ “.. crew of seven to ten men. They wore built about a year’ aco in yards 
\ % in Stettin, Stralsund, Prancenburg, Vismar and Rostock.** They were 
. 180~ton craft, about 50 to 60 meters long and had a draught of three 


meters. They were equipped with a 250 Il.P. six cylinder engine capable 
of attaining a speed of 1) lmots. (See attachment). 


So Although several members of the crows asserted that these werc fishing 

craft, the pilot who accompanied the drifters through the Kiel Canal 

' openly stated that the boats were considered to be minesweevers. AlL 
the crew members were Russian and the officers definitely belonged to 
the “ussian Navy. The boats vere not equipped with davits on the sides for 
otter boards (sic)*##, They had no fishing equinnent, They were fitted 
out with ultra short wave, telephonic, direction finding, and echo depth 
sounding equinzent. They corsunicnted with each other by ueans of radio 
telenhone. The engine room telepraph, helm angle indientor, stenn sauces, 
clocks, ctc., vere all produced by the People's Owned Plant in Tegel. ##** 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENGE AGENCY ay 
| ~2 -| | ; 25X14. 
Qo ‘, platform is built on the stern of the ship with a roller 


installed ‘at. the end. A vowerful electric winch, with twc ; 
warping euds, is fixed on the art deck in front of the 7latform. ‘ 
Gallows vor traviling are fixed ait on both sides, wai ch ave similar te 
those which are installed fore ca German fishing er.it. sour wires 


were atretched on euch. (See at? aaciment). he weapons could be observed, 


Te Attachrent with sketch of a drifter and sketch of the platform on the 
after deck. 25X1A . 


25X1A 
MEE comment: ¢ “separate revort stated that ibe 


25X14 - MEME orcd SURIFIN, CO, and [DN respectively. 


25X14 ‘MM Corment: The Thaclmann Werft in Trandenburg has been reported - 
ag building 300 to 350 ton drifters which are specially constructid” 
for the fishing incustry in the Black and Caspian Sus. 


25X1A pea Probably: minesweeping equipment ‘paravanen ye 
laid Comments Not further identified, . 
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